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INTRODUCTION

For the past two decades, the Combat Veterans Motorcycle Association®
(CVMA) has proudly showcased its emblem from 2004. As we move into the
next chapter of CVMA, we are adopting a more streamlined approach to our
marketing communications.

All emblems, logos, and wordmarks (collectively referred to as the
'Intellectual Property' or 'IP') of CVMA are solely owned by CVMA and must
include the correct trademark designation (®). The IP is protected under the
Lanham Act, 15 U.S.C. §§ 1051 et seq., and CVMA holds all rights, titles,
and interests in the IP (See Appendix A of the National Bylaws), along with
any derivative works.

No designs or graphics other than those listed in this Brand Manual may
be used to represent any part of CVMA.

The National Board of Directors (NBOD) holds exclusive authority to
approve the use of all intellectual properties and can delegate specific
instances of approval as outlined in this Brand Manual.

The National Public Relations Officer (NPRO) and National Sergeant at
Arms (NSAA) are authorized to monitor CVMA's IP and to take steps or
make recommendations to prohibit unauthorized use within CVMA or
misappropriation by any unauthorized person or group.

Intellectual Property can be downloaded at: Last revised 9 MAR 2025
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STATEMENT FROM the GENERAL COUNSEL

Combat Veterans Motorcycle Association® is not an organization for the general public;
membership is private, selective, and exclusive. Membership in the organization is a
privilege, not an entitlement. The very core of the organization is camaraderie among
veterans, as mandated by its corporate charter and represented by Skully: a simple skull
and spade emblazoned with red, black, and gold. Skully is the very essence of the
organization, and those who are afforded the privilege of wearing it are making their
own promise of belonging to their brothers and sisters—you belong to me, and I you.

CVMAW® exists in all 50 states and in territories and foreign countries throughout world.
Its reputation and indication of membership grants passage among motorcycle clubs, and
announces safe harbor for its members across the globe. Skully is not a promotional
product; it is a promise of belonging that unifies a small group of American military
service members and their families. Every member at every level recognizes and
benefits from the goodwill of the CVMA.

In service to this promise, and in good stewardship, the leaders of the organization have
invested substantial resources to cultivate and protect the legal identity and existence of
the organization’s intellectual property. The trademarks are for the benefit of the
organization as a whole. Protecting the identity of the marks and imagery necessarily
preserves the selective and exclusive identity of the organization and its membership.

People outside the organization have illegally used CVMA's intellectual property to try
and make a buck. In order to have the legal authority to protect the organization's IP
(like trademarks), leadership has to implement standards to keep the use of the IP
consistent. If there is too much variation in how your IP is used, or in how the IP
appears out in the general public, that weakens your ability to stop others. Said
differently, we have to have a narrow and somewhat restrictive set of rules to keep
everything consistent. If you have too many variations, the law may not protect any of it.

The restrictions are necessary. Not only do they help us protect against the outside
world running roughshod over your intellectual property, they help reinforce the value
that you all belong to each other: every member; from every corner of the globe. Skully
is not what unites you—that is your shared experience in military service—but Skully is
how you show your members and the world you are united.

Intellectual Property can be downloaded at: Last revised 9 MAR 2025
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PROCESS OVERVIEW

« All items need to be submitted for approval before they are produced.
See the “Approval Levels” chart for specifics on what level of
leadership can approve which requests.

*  Submit items for approval through the organization’s online forum.

*  All submissions must meet the guidelines set forth in this brand
manual.

» Ifapproved, leadership will notify the submitter. (If a 3 party
vendor will be printing the items, you will need them to sign a license
use agreement before they print anything.)

*  Once all approvals are in hand, and 3" party vendor agreements
signed (if required), the submitter can begin ordering/producing only
the item as approved.

Intellectual Property can be downloaded at: Last revised 9 MAR 2025
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DEFINITIONS
INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY (IP)

WORD MARKS — There are five Word Marks of CVMA that consist of
standard characters without claim to any particular font style, size, or color.

» Combat Veterans Motorcycle Association®
« CVMA®

» Combat Vets Association®

* Auxiliary Combat Vets®

*  Supporter Combat Vets®

EMBLEM (AKA Skully) — The emblem features a
prominently displayed skull, rendered in a color
palette of red and gold. Within the cavity of the skull,
positioned centrally, is a black spade outlined in
white.

LOGO — The CVMA features three distinct logos. You will recognize them as
the current back patches authorized for wear: the Full Member Logo, the
Auxiliary Member Logo, and the Support Member Logo.

Intellectual Property can be downloaded at: Last revised 9 MAR 2025
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NAMING CONVENTION

The names of the organization must include the ® (superscript) at the end of the name
(See Appendix A). Chapters, States, and Regions (CSR) will use the following
identification for all references to Association entities when spelled out:

1) First Element — Association
1) Combat Veterans Motorcycle Association®
2) CVMA®
2) Second Element — Level Identification
1) Chapters: “Chapter” OR State Name (Abbreviated OR Spelled Out)
2) State: the State Name (Abbreviated OR Spelled Out)
3) Region —the word “Region”
3) Third Element
1) Chapters and States: Arabic Numeral Designation
2) Regions: Roman Numeral Designation
4) Fourth Element (Optional): Supporting identification, such as “Auxiliary” or
“AUX” and "Detachment" or "DET" can be included as an additional element to the
naming convention — NOT a replacing element. *Detachment supporting
identification is only authorized for use on Websites and Social Media.

*** Arabic numerals are 0, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, and 9***

***Roman numerals are [, IL 111, IV, V. VI, VII, VIII, IX, X, X]***
EXAMPLES:

Chapters

(a) Combat Veterans Motorcycle Association® Chapter 49-4

(b) Combat Veterans Motorcycle Association® Nevada 41-1

(¢) Combat Veterans Motorcycle Association® Chapter 10-3 Auxiliary
(d) CVMA®KY 1-4

(e) CVMA®AZ 32-4

() CVMA® GA 25-5 AUX

(g) CVMA®TX 23-3 Detachment A

States

(a) Combat Veterans Motorcycle Association® Alabama 28
(b) CVMA® WA 11

Regions
(a) Combat Veterans Motorcycle Association® Region III

(b) CVMA® Region XI

Intellectual Property can be downloaded at: Last revised 9 MAR 2025
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SKULLY
The CVMA Emblem

ALL uses of Skully must:

Be in the color or subdued versions as shown below
Include the ® in the nook behind the jawbone
Not be modified through any type of design

* To include water-marking or changing the opacity
Patches will not be larger than four (4) inches
Words above/below will NOT be curved/arched
Use requires NBOD approval
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OFFICIAL DESIGNEE LOGO (ODL)
THE ONLY AUTHORIZED MODIFICATION
OF THE EMBLEM

ODL is Skully Emblem with Chapter, State, and Region numerals only
inside the spade.

ALL uses of ODL must:
* Be in the color or subdued versions as shown below
* Include the ® in the nook behind the jawbone
* Contain the numbers completely within the spade
* Chapter & State — Arabic Numerals (1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,0)
* Region — Roman Numerals (LILIILIV,V,VL,VII,VIIL,IX,X,XI)
* NO OTHER numbers or words are authorized in the spade
* Not be modified through any type of design
* To include water-marking or changing the opacity
«  ® MUST be visible regardless of background
*  Words above or below will NOT be curved/arched e.g. patches or
images (unless on an approved round item (i.e. coin or poker chip))
* ODL patches will not be larger than four (4) inches
* ODL images for apparel will not be larger than eight (8) inches
* ODL for larger items (i.e. vehicle wrap/banner) work with SR/RR
« Chapter and State Items created with an ODL (with or without addition
of naming convention [see pg 5]) requires State Rep (SR) approval
(ODL-LUA)
* Region items created with an ODL (with or without addition of naming
convention [see pg 5]) requires Region Rep (RR) approval (ODL-LUA)

Chapter

Intellectual Property can be downloaded at: Last revised 9 MAR 2025

Pg 9 of 20 https://www.combatvet.us/repository/graphics All previous editions obsolete




ALPHA & OMEGA & MOURNING LOGO

ALPHA & OMEGA The Official
Alpha & Omega Logo shall only be used IN MEMORIA AETERNA
as a guidon for chapters, sold by the
National Store. Streamers for deceased
members can be added (Road Name and
member number).

It will not be reproduced in any other
tangible manner (i.e. patches, stickers,
hats, shirts, etc.) or digitally.

THERE WILL BE NO EXCEPTIONS. ALPHA & OMEGA CHAPTER

O® MOURNING LOGO
(digital graphic only)
The Mourning Logo shall only be the FM,

AUX or SUP Logo with a horizontal,
black bar across the middle (not covering
the words or entire Skully) which will
contain, at the least, name of fallen
Member and can include membership
number and date of fallen in gold or
yellow font.

It shall not contain any other images.
Ready-to-use Mourning Logos can be
found on the Repository: CVMA®
Graphics. This is the only authorized
modification of the Logos. No other
alterations are allowed.

Intellectual Property can be downloaded at: Last revised 9 MAR 2025
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NATIONAL CONVENTION/MEETING LOGO

The RR of the Region hosting the National Convention/Meeting may
create/submit a custom logo/theme for their hosting year providing they
don’t infringe on the copyrights or trademarks of other organizations.
This exception is for the National Convention/Meeting ONLY and
limited in distribution allowances to the hosting year.

The minimum requirements for the logo are:

» Combat Veterans Motorcycle Association® or CVMA®
* Hosting Year

* The word “Nationals”

* The location: City, State

* Region ODL or Region nomenclature

The National Convention/Meeting Logo will be submitted to NBOD
for approval (through the LUA Request) a minimum of 10 months prior
to the National Meeting Date.

Once the National Convention/Meeting Logo is approved, the Region

Rep is the approving authority for use — i.e. for banners, t-shirts, coins,
patches, etc. The sale of swag with approved National Logo is limited

to the calendar year of that National Meeting.
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FLYERS

Complete this checklist for EVERY event flyer that a CSR creates.
*#*Starred items are for Sanctioned Event Flyers only.

CONTENT

Logo and/or ODL — identify your Chapter/State/Region

Naming Convention — identify your Chapter/State/Region
***The words “Sanctioned Event”

Name of the Event

Date/Time of the Event

Location/Start Point of the Event (full address)

Other relevant Event information (end point/poker run/live music,
raffles, etc.)

Sponsor logos if applicable (required trademark consent form(s) kept on
file for no less than three (3) years)

Donation recipient if specific fundraising event

U 0 O0oooopoo

DESIGN
Q0 The Logo and/or ODL must be PROMINENT on the flyer
O Largest logo shown
O Positioned at top of flyer with Naming Convention
0 Background must not undermine, obscure, or otherwise make it difficult
to see the registered trademarks in their proper positions within the
logos and the naming conventions. This can be accomplished by
ensuring that the colors used for the registered symbols contrasts
enough with the background color so that is easily seen.
O AII IP are complete and correct (Repository images)

APPROVAL
Chapter/State flyers approved by State Rep
Region flyers approved by Region Rep
Create your swipe event
***Contact the State Rep to get it marked Sanctioned
*  Verifies the State Rep has Sanctioned the event
*  Puts it on the National Calendar so members can attend

oooo
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DIGITAL ITEMS

Digital Items refers to online digital graphics and images used for

websites or social media or forums

*  Must contain the appropriate ® in ALL [P

*  Must not be a modified version of the IP other than described
within this Brand Manual

*  Must not be combined with information or images that do not
support the values and policies of the CVMA (See CVMA
Policy - Prohibited Items)

* Items using the Association’s logo with any of our other IP
will be required to use the C/S/R naming convention

PRINTED ITEMS

Printed items include items such as:

* Stationary

* Business Cards

* Certificates

* Flyers (not posters) — utilize the checklist for Flyers

If a Member is using the Association’s IP only (no other
graphics) on a business card or stationery, along with their name
and position to indicate the Member’s affiliation with the
CVMA, it will not require approval.

Pg 13 of 20
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UNAUTHORIZED ITEMS and MERCHANDISE

Products that shall not be considered for approval (not limited to the
below listed) are listed in the Prohibited Items for Display with the
CVMA Logo policy:

1) Products that bring discredit upon CVMA (e.g., incorporates
drugs, pornography, racism, profanity, etc.).

2) CVMA’s IP that contain flames, or what may be perceived as
flames.

3) Products bearing alterations and/or modifications of the IP.

4) Products comprising alterations to the American Flag or its image
(i.e., torn, burned, defiled, etc.)

5) Products bearing a third party’s IP, without permission from the
third party (use Trademark Consent form found under the
REPOSITORY on the National Page. If their Trademark is being
used, attach this signed and filled out form to the submitting LUA
Request).

6) Products that can be construed as a Motorcycle Club (MC) logo
and/or symbol.

7) Unofficial Designee Logos (UDL) - Unofticial logo or art bearing
any CVMAR® intellectual property (IP), references to the
Association, or assigned Chapter, State, or Region number

8) Items that are already produced, and currently approved through
the LUA Request, by other Members, CSRs or National Store.

Pg 14 of 20
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FOR SALE TO THE PUBLIC

[tems that may be sold to the public:

*  ODL approved items through SR or RR with ODL-LUA
* Items with Skully (must be approved through National LUA
Request) and the words in a straight line above or below:
» 1 SUPPORT
» SUPPORT YOUR
» Specific Event Title/Name (ex. 9™ Annual Ride for Life)

Items that will NOT be sold to the public:

* Items that contain FM, AUX, or SUP Logo
* ODL patches

FOR PRESENTATION TO THE PUBLIC

[tems that may be presented/given to the public:

* Certificates
* Award type items (trophies or plaques)
*  One time created presentation items (i.e. sign, poster, knick-knack)

[tem Requirements

* Items contain CSRs ODL (smaller than four (4) inches)
* Items contain CSRs naming convention
* ODL items approved by SR (Chapter and State ODL) or RR
(Region ODL) using the ODL-LUA
*  Does NOT contain FM, AUX, or SUP Logo
*  Unless approved through National LUA Request
* Exception are coins/poker chips

If another organization wishes to use CVMA IP on their website or
other item (eg. t-shirt) as recognition of CVMA sponsorship, they
must coordinate with the appropriate C/S/R and NBOD with a
trademark consent form from CVMA to the other entity.

Intellectual Property can be downloaded at: Last revised 9 MAR 2025
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WEBSITES AND SOCIAL MEDIA

Websites and social media are important platforms for CVMA and
when members present a consistent brand, our membership is
represented more effectively.

When you represent the CVMA on social media platforms, it is
important to adhere to the values and policies of the CVMA. Profile
pictures and cover photos create a first impression, so utilize the
current [P available on the Repository, the naming convention of the
Chapter, State, or Region and follow the guidelines in this Brand
Manual.

Leadership maintains oversight of members’ representation of the
CVMA on social media and should work to ensure that all Member
and official pages adhere to IP use requirements and any violations
are corrected expediently.

Individual members may not receive any compensation to create,
maintain, or host CVMA websites; however, normal and reasonable
costs to maintain the site may be reimbursed by the Chapter or State.

Repeated violations will be considered for the discipline process.

NOTE: Regarding Facebook Pages or Groups

*  Pages will not allow the use of ® in the name of the page
* Use (R) in this instance

*  Groups will allow the use of ® in the name of the group

As long as the digital media is posted within a private page
and/or limited to CVMA member viewing, the digital media
doesn't require any disclaimers if CVMA IP is visible

Intellectual Property can be downloaded at: Last revised 9 MAR 2025
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VIDEO GUIDELINES

When creating a presentation video to the public (not a personal GoPro
video etc):

*  Ensure an ODL and correct CSR Naming Convention are included to
identify who created the video

*  Credits at the end should list the CSR Naming Convention and the
year the video was created.

* The video must not violate use of the Intellectual Property of the
CVMAY®; if there is IP use/creation (other than instances such as
videoing members wearing their vests), the video requires IP Use
Approval prior to public release.

* The video must not infringe on the intellectual property, privacy,
publicity rights, ownership, or any other legal or moral rights of any
third party.

* The video must be suitable for public viewing.

* The following disclaimer must be provided in the first few frames of
the video for a minimum duration of 3 seconds:

CVMA® trademarks and copyrights are the sole property of CVMA.
This video is the opinion of the creator and is independent of CVMA.

Pg 17 of 20
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APPROVAL LEVELS

Approval Description of Product and IP to be used
Needed
* Stationarywith IP and Name
Member . . "
* Business cards with IP, name, and position
» Stationarywith IP and Chapter Identification
Chapter * Chapter business cards
* Websites or Social Media of Chapter Members
 Chapter and State Flyers (Sanctioned & Non-Sanctioned)
* Chapter and State Printed Certificates
* Video created by/for Chapter or State
* ODL patches with State/Chapter ODL four (4) inches or smaller
State Rep e ODL apparel with State/Chapter ODL eight (8) inches or smaller
* ODL forlargeritems (i.e. vehicle wrap/banner) with
State/Chapter ODL
* Items using correct Chapter/State Naming Convention whether
with ODL or alone
* Websites or Social Media of State/Chapters
* Region Flyers
* Region Printed Certificates
* Video created by/for Region
* ODL patches with Region ODL four (4) inches or smaller
Region Rep e ODL apparelwith Region ODL eight (8) inches or smaller
* ODLfor larger items (i.e. vehicle wrap/banner) with Region ODL
* Itemsusing correct Region Naming Convention whether with
ODL or alone
* Websites or Social Media of Region
* Any manufactured item with IP (except ODL) —evenifthe IPisa
sticker purchased from the store
NBOD * Anyitem with Skully
* Anyapparelitem with ODL larger than 8”
* National Websites or Social Media
NBOD * National Meeting/ Convention Logo
Hosting * Flyers, Videos, Items for sale/raffle/donation with the approved
Region Rep National Meeting/ Convention Logo
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MEMBER RESPONSIBILITY

Unauthorized use of the Intellectual Property is prohibited and may
result in discipline to an individual member, closure of a Chapter,
removal of an officer at any level, or legal action.

As members of the Combat Veterans Motorcycle Association®, we
are taking pride in what we represent by protecting our brand and
using it with consistency and within the defined parameters.
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APPENDIX A - CVMAP® Intellectual Property

The emblem of CWVMA is in the shape of a skull encompassed by the following colors: Red, representing the blood that
has been shed on the battlefield; Military Gold, representing all branches of the military service of the United States; and,
Black, representing the heavy hearts possessed for those who gave their lives and for those that are considered missing in
action or prisoners of war. The skull and ace of spades represent the death that war leaves in its wake.

Declaration Due

Regisiration No. Dates

Earliest: 9 Jul 2028

COMBAT VETERANS MOTORCYCLE ASSOCIATION® 5797011 2l
Due: 9 Jul 2020

- . o Earhiest: 16 Jun 2025
CVMA 6080146 pest 10 un 20
COMBAT VETS ASSOCIATION® 6085367 ETE A
Due: 23 Jun 2026

AUXILIARY COMBAT VETS* 6436851 E”][l)f‘f 3 Aug 2026
e: 3 Aug 2027

SUPPORTER COMBAT VETS® 6481462 Lerbais e szp L

Due: 14 Sep 2027

~naa

Earliest: 31 Aug 2033

FM Logo 2878643 Due: 31 Aug 203
Aueiliary Logo 109877 e 5 11 2029
Supporter Logo 7058774 EH}Z)?; :1 iﬁt %gig
Skully 6151261 e
Skally R T
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